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Healthcare in the USA
Key forces that shaped the purpose and function of hospitals in the United States of America
One of the major forces is the government's role in the provision of healthcare. The US has fragmented public health infrastructure as a result of the government role and responsibilities at the national, state, and local levels (Silva, 2019). The organization and the financial ability have led to varying levels of healthcare facilities from state to state. The richer states have better hospitals as compared to those with weak financial mechanisms. Another major force that has shaped the function and purpose of hospitals is the emergence of healthcare technology. Specific hospitals have maintained their relevance by keeping up with the technological pace. Such hospitals embrace newer technologies in the treatment and also the diagnosis of diseases. This has enabled them to be centers of healthcare excellence in terms of quality healthcare providers and also medical outcomes. Some of such technologies include radio-frequency identification and telehealth. Coupled with consumer preference, patients tend to strive to acquire medical care in such hospitals due to better outcomes.
Why it is important for patients to advocate for themselves or to have an advocate in a hospital setting
[bookmark: _GoBack]Patient advocacy is vital in a hospital setting for it enables patients to make their own healthcare choices that they find relevant to their lives. To add, patients can also speak up about their emotional and psychological suffering which prompts healthcare providers to seek a better way of helping them (Lloyd, 2017). Also, having an advocate for instance a nurse alleviates the suffering of patients. The healthcare setting is characterized by a great deal of suffering. Nurses counter elements of suffering by observing each patient and assessing their level of discomfort (Gerber, 2018). The suffering emanated from illness or injury and also problems associated with the healthcare system for instance medical errors. Nurses step in to help patients in the reduction of physical suffering and also in the management of pain. Also, the presence of patient advocates for instance nurses fosters healthcare equality for all patients in a given hospital. The equality is derived from the Code of Ethics which requires nurses to care for patients with respect and compassion to enhance worth and dignity. Nurses ensure that every patient has equal access to healthcare. Nurses achieve such a milestone by giving patients the same level of compassion and attention. Advocates also promote human dignity through the maintenance of the patient’s respect, autonomy, and privacy.  
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